World Drumming Curriculum for K-12 Classrooms

eveloped in conjunction with leading educators, the Percussion Marketing Council and the
International House Of Blues Foundation— and supported by NAMM (the International Music
Products Association)— Roots of Rhythm is a fascinating, ground-breaking, hands-on exploration of the world through drums and drumming. The curriculum is written by professional
percussionist and renowned ethnomusicologist, Dr. Craig Woodson, and is designed to teach
Kindergarten through 12 grade students about world cultures by encouraging them to make
and play drums while demonstrating the role that music has played in human development and
migration.
Not only can the content in Roots of Rhythm be used to augment general classroom activities with a variety of music and art projects, the skills and lessons supplement and support
current state curriculum standards in core subjects, such as:

Geography
Math

Language Arts
Science

Social Studies
Life Skills

Best of all, Roots of Rhythm is fun! Whether used on its own or as a curriculum enhancement, Roots gets elementary school students actively engaged in the learning process. With
it’s cross-curricular, multi-cultural, arts and academics approach, Roots of Rhythm feeds
the needs of the whole child— adding deeper meaning to the fundamentals and bringing
essential developmental skills like creative thinking and problem solving, art appreciation,
tolerance, teamwork, self-discipline and positive self-expression to students, classrooms,
schools and communities in an innovative, intuitive and influential new way.
Students benefit from Roots of Rhythm’s inter-disciplinary method by:
• Learning about cultural diversity through its similarities and differences.
• Working cooperatively and communicating with others.
• Analyzing, interpreting and connecting ideas from different academic disciplines.
• Learning academic concepts through hands-on music participation.
• Discovering the social, cultural and historical roles of music and rhythm.
Roots of Rhythm content, including curriculum and support materials as well as audio
exercises and examples, is available as free downloads from the Percussion Marketing
Council’s website, www.RootsofRhythm.net. For more information about the program and
the availability of teacher-training workshops in your area, go to www.RootsofRhythm.net/
upcomingworkshops.html.
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*The above examples are based on state and national standards in core curriculum subjects.
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